
~.~}7-4l. 0 
r". OIelnl." CIIuteII is the ~d8st 'ns'~tutlon with 

-

• oontlr ruous history In the world. Since the day when It 

was foonded emoire. and nations have rlsne and fa l te n , bu+ 

the church has coo",lnued t o grow snd spread . 

I~ has had Its ups and downs. At the moment It Is ex­

perlenci ng a felling away becaUS4 of the secularization of 

socle+y and because of the cheap ~an'~asy that masquerades 

8S Christianity primarily on the alrwaver , aut h~ fal I 
\ 

Ing away has ,appened many times before, ~nd t has ,~. 

proved tempor~ry. Every failing aw~v ha~ _~e th p e! J~' 

to rev V~ I. I ndded, ...e C.3n .. ont ,jen I y j---'k "rw \0.; 

r ,ci': ":/'11 I Y everyth ng we dre f am h me 

world will ';'Jave ,s~e Wly Ji" hE,. hu c 

ex 5+, .. will ~ ;o+r nger. ~ hur, h ) 

day of he c ureh, we may ask ")lor;8 ves wh.j 


p Ia i ns the per-manel character of the Ct,UI"C ,w~ rr. 


it last? 


I . 1+ has a In ql,e spIrit. 

When luke jaid that the A~5 les )n the d? t p 

cost heard the sound of a mighty w"nd, he was SUI C.Tj 

som€thing that is much plainer in Greek than in Enql 

Greek reader would see immedIately that there is 3 E 

tion between the word spirit and the w0rd wind. n .' 
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they are two fOlm • w >Q o •• y~n " 

t he fI r st ploce, t"at ,n ~.Jene5~ tMe C ... 5tian Shurch 

is thet it I. filled w 'h t splrlt t"1at cOl!es f'-om 'od. The 

permanence 01 the eh " h cennu be exp ~ r,Pfj In h .man tPr!l<; . 

The peoplR W forr.'lof wei not equ p~e iO ·urr. 

eo.." e p pe) €I 101 tr. • 

tioo to ~peak 0', + V ha ~n e, ."., +t"ey ha1 " 

money. Th. ; f feron- h., > t them ~;lart f 0< the',. nf " 

orar;es w.' "'he SIJ ,. t 

How. ; f. • OJ we ·0 t 

convert ma~k n " 
, 

" I 
, w • 1 I , ' v 

irrvned ete • t n • , be , , • t , €1U! t 

do such a t w 

,epostles. u~ lOI~e t e c , t A 

_ere nnt al~ e but. r p t • t. • 

w't~ a new r r t. ~AY we e I 

not shrink spp It '0; ,. t • ,.. •• And~" t 

when they over "'Ie t"A OPPQ~ t j +h t t'le r 

'tJ " 

'·Y .""
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••• not a victory ,I I!lE'n but- 0' Go 

The first to l'w"1at k 5 the Church uniquel"an~wer- • 

that It has a unique 'p ri t. It not a hUm.!Ir, entrprlze; It" 

Is a venture n whle!'- people all " themse ves to be used by 

God. W. sometimes talk of the coming of the spirit as the 

bnaat hlng of the gentle breath of God upon us . • . and I da resay 

the that I. 8 mi ld and gent le experi ence. But luke, 85 he 
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ieI. _ ~.............. at _ Cllul'ctl... I" +hot the measure 

of _ ~Irlt of IQd ....t we. b ...... ~~ Into tho.. people was 

_ ....tl. breeze, It was nore like l!I tornado. 

2. The spl~lt of Jesus 

The second enswer to the question: "What makes the 

Church unique?! Is 't Is on fire with the spirit of Jesus . 

Luke said thl!lt the apostles had " is ibl e flames on their heads. 

That Is hlIrdJy to be taken literally; It Is simply a"l u.,for-­

getable way ad descrjbln~ something that set the early Chr st­

lans apart. They had lIved with Jesus , and that experience 

had kindled within them a fire that could not be ~ut out. Thel 

were aWl!Ire of Jesus' Influence on their Jives. 

When they needed to select another to rep ace ja,> so tha~ 

the I r number wou I d remain at 12, they laid d we tw ,. qui 

,mentS. liThe person whom we choose", they sa d, t o. 

be a witness to the resurrection, he must also have known 

Jesus as we know himH • When Peter healed the "It he"me man 

gate of the temple. he said: Hln the name of Jesu~ r Naza­

reth, arise and walk. Peter's power was the power of Je ~S 

Christ. The authorities recognized it , too . Not onj~; 

Pentecost, Peter and John were arrested. To the ast n shr 

of the i r judges they gave an extreme I y good accounr 0 f t '"lenl­

s.elves. They stood up and spoke boldly. Luke r~marKS Hn t 

the authorities. when they sew the boldness of Peter and 

were astonlshed. for these were lqnorant and unle+t~ e' " , 
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b ut t~e v + 0 0 is ~ 

me 99 f r .h • p • • t 7. , is a essa le 

th3f makes + t n ... ter .n "'e tt't8Y ome Jrom :Jr 

~~ t la uaqe t~ey spea~. hc"-e are bdrrler~ o~ race or 

Idn3uage or COlO ~r CJ'tur ve whlc~ t~ S+OIY Of Jesus 

cannot eap . 

It ~~kes as mu h sense +0 the Greek as It does to the Jew; 

to e ~n as to the ~reek . It makes sense to a Genman , to 
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~""rl :on . 

This Is not • story which belongs to part of mankInd; It Is 

• unverNIl story•.. lt Is 'the un; yersa I gospel. W. have only 

to tell It and people will listen; ~nd w~t Is more, .hey 

w~11 understand. H~~n hearts are by nature, ready +. e­

spond. 

But wG belooq to a tradltl''''1 ",4 .hat Wi 11 Cl r I I J I 

retr eenc.. We are '185 .. n t b..,-t 'the t ,"('" H T 'U' 

to us; end we .; e at 1C8n" 4-\:<; Jt retlolon 8 !t t'" r t 

princIple ~.~u~e we eve I, re I 1 ;>:.;5 trill :: !!I. 

ot e t:J !'II'" 
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Whet Is the key; the ~&CrE:+, of su(.;ce'-oC: t I ",3.,. uc;.e 

th~t term) of the Chr"stian Church? 

It Is tha1 It IS enterl"lr"se n .... hid: ~d and men 

are par-tners; and It ~pirlt t. -th spirit cf It 

i!ln '''ntp.rprl~e of peop. ...hO·::l '1er c: have h he! 

Jesus and sei- nn f j I). t I )1'\ -~,... t..r jJr I a .. la nl'l8 ~ 

to the the stc. y of PC;_' In ordtr- '0 brin ~ " t 

r t ~e 

of God. 


